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of success. And while he found wealth by
knocking down the previously closed doors of
corporate America, he never forgot that the
biggest impact that any person can have is in
the social and philanthropic contributions they
make to society.

Bruce never stood alone because he never
worked alone, building coalitions across indus-
tries from sports to finance to government well
into his last days on this great earth. As one
of the cofounders of our 100 Black Men orga-
nization, of which | am also a founding mem-
ber, Bruce proved that success for our com-
munity was to be measured not just by how
high one of us got, but by how many of us
were occupying seats and positions of power
and prestige.

Like myself, Bruce was a man of humble
beginnings, born of Jamaican parents in East
Harlem just before the onset of the Great De-
pression. He worked from an early age doing
whatever he could to make a contribution,
from selling books and magazines to helping
his father in his restaurant business.

His contributions extended to that of serving
his country bravely with distinction, discipline
and courage. Bruce enlisted in the Army at the
young age of 16 years old after his graduating
from high school and eventually becoming the
youngest officer in his battalion. And while he
eventually left the military, he never truly left
public service. He went on to serve on the
boards of various non-profits and government
agencies; advising Presidents from Jimmy
Carter to William Jefferson Clinton to Barack
Obama.

Bruce was also a fellow life member com-
rade of our prestigious Harlem Hellfighters’
369th Veterans’ Association. For many years,
Bruce marched the troops up New York’s Fifth
Avenue during our Annual 369th Veterans’ As-
sociation Parade in Memory of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. He loved the 369th and he cared
deeply about the contributions made by black
veterans of all wars.

Like myself, he took the opportunities af-
forded to him by the Gl Bill to get an edu-
cation, first attending City College and then
eventually earning a law degree from New
York Law School in 1960. Yet while he dis-
played a talent for the law, no one field could
ever rein him in, mixing in business and media
before the word mogul was ever popularized.

As the legal barriers of the Civil Rights Era
gave way to the economic challenges of the
1970s, Bruce led the way in helping prove that
investing in the black community could be a
key cog in any profitable financial strategy.
When no one thought he could, he success-
fully brought together a group of partners to
buy majority share of the Philadelphia Coca-
Cola Bottling Company, paving the way to
larger financial transaction deals by African
Americans and other people of color.

Our beloved entrepreneur and gladiator,
Bruce Llewellyn, leaves this earth too soon,
and at a time when our economy has been
pushed to the brink of collapse, we could cer-
tainly use not only his skill and vision, but his
unstoppable energy and drive. For his family
and loved ones, | do hope that you and your
family can find comfort in the great legacy he
left not just for his community, but all Ameri-
cans throughout this great nation. We loved
him because he never stopped believing in the
great potential that is instilled within all of us.
Bruce showed us that we didn’t have to ac-
cept a second-class status, but we all sure as-
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pire to soar as kings and queens in whatever
arena and whatever position we choose to oc-
cupy.

Madam Speaker, | consider myself fortunate
to have had the opportunity to observe and
experience his example as a personal inspira-
tion. Though Bruce is no longer with us, we
will continue to keep his memory alive in our
hearts and minds, and continue to honor his
legacy with our advocacy for the issues he
cared about the most. We are all blessed to
have known James Bruce Llewellyn, Esq., a
titan of a man whose corporate strength gave
us all life.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise with
sadness today to honor Everett H. Shapiro,
who passed away April 24, 2010, at the age
of 82. A beloved leader in Santa Rosa, CA,
Mr. Shapiro was as well known for his sense
of humor as for his community support and his
active law practice. He was the embodiment of
one of his favorite expressions, a “quality
human being.”

I.had the honor of entering remarks in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for Everett Shapiro
eight years ago on the occasion of a tribute to
his role as Trustee Emeritus of Social Advo-
cates for Youth, SAY, an agency that serves
children and their families. But the list of local,
and some national, organizations which en-
joyed his support is lengthy, including The Boy
Scouts of America, Sonoma County Junior
Achievement, B’nai Brith, Special Olympics,
Red Cross, Kid’'s Street Theatre, Santa Rosa
Human Rights Commission, Santa Rosa Parks
and Recreation Commission, Canine Compan-
ions, Rotary Club, the Gray Foundation, the
Schulz Museum, Congregation Beth Ami, the
Brady Gun Control Commission, and the U.S.
Holocaust Museum in Washington, DC.

He received many awards over the years,
but as a fan of Don Quixote, Snoopy, and the
Marx brothers, Mr. Shapiro’s focus was on
doing good deeds with a sense of humor that
was as strong as his sense of caring. To
many of us who received his phone calls, he
will always be known as “God” or “Robert
Redford,” but generations of kids know he is
really “The Tootsie Roll Man.” Over the past
60 years, he gave out more than 300,000 to
children all over the community.

Everett Shapiro founded Shapiro, Galvin,
Shapiro & Moran, one of Santa Rosa’s leading
law firms, where he worked on a broad range
of legal issues. He served in numerous profes-
sional organizations such as California Trial
Lawyers Association, Sonoma County Bar As-
sociation, and American Arbitration Associa-
tion. He also earned honors for his legal work,
such as a “Careers of Distinction” award from
the Sonoma County Bar Association. He re-
tired from the firm in the 1990s and was
pleased that his son Tad remained a partner.

The son of Russian Jewish emigrants, Ever-
ett was proud to have lived his entire life in
Santa Rosa. He dismissed as a technicality
the fact that he was born in Stockton, CA,
where his mother happened to be visiting
when she gave birth. Everett and his wife
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Phyllis, whom he met at UC Berkeley, raised
their two sons, Tad and David, in the Santa
Rosa community. After graduating from UC
Berkeley and serving two years in the army,
he joined the family wool buying business.

He learned to value the diverse agriculture
of Sonoma County and appreciate the ranch-
ing lifestyle, but when Tad began kinder-
garten, Mr. Shapiro, with Phyllis’ encourage-
ment, began law school. He graduated just
before his fortieth birthday. Years later he was
able to sponsor both of his sons for member-
ship in the Supreme Court Bar Association, a
high point of his legal career.

Everett Shapiro always valued spending
time with his family and broad circle of friends.
He is survived by Phyllis, his wife of 57 years;
his sons Tad and David and their wives
Debbie and Barbara; his brother Marvin and
his wife Darryl; and five grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, the community of Santa
Rosa will miss Everett Shapiro’s leadership,
compassion, and warmth. We will take inspira-
tion from the example he set and comfort from
knowing that he felt God had been very good
to him, and, in his words, “I like to think I've
been fair with Him or Her.”

———
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Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it has
come to my attention that Mr. Harold J. John-
ston is retiring as Conductor of the Sedalia
Symphony Orchestra after 30 years. Only the
second Conductor in the history of the Sym-
phony, Mr. Johnston continued and expanded
the great tradition of this Sedalia staple.

Mr. Johnston began his service to the com-
munity in 1955 as an educator in the Smithton
School District. Four years later, Mr. Johnston
began teaching in the Sedalia School District
and remained there for the next 27 years.
Having received his Bachelor's and Master’s
degrees in music education from Central Mis-
souri State University, Mr. Johnston trained
countless middle and high school students in
vocal and instrumental music.

In 1952, Mr. Johnston began his involve-
ment with the Sedalia Symphony Orchestra,
the second oldest continuous symphony in the
State of Missouri. Now in its 75th concert sea-
son, the Symphony continues to bring great
value to Sedalia and the surrounding commu-
nities due in no small part to Mr. Johnston’s
leadership for the past three decades. Building
on the Symphony’s great tradition, he intro-
duced two new performances that have be-
come community favorites: the annual Christ-
mas POPS Concert and the performance of
Handel’s Messiah.

Mr. Johnston’s commitment to the commu-
nity of Sedalia and the Symphony has not
gone unnoticed. In 1998, Mr. Johnston re-
ceived the first ever Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Sedalia Area Council for the
Arts, now the Liberty Center Arts Association.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Johnston has brought
the joy of music to countless individuals
throughout his career in public education and
with the Sedalia Symphony Orchestra. | trust
my fellow members of the House will join me
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